
 

  

 

Oyster River High School promotes a safe 
and nurturing community where the 
uniqueness of each member is valued. In 
this spirit, we are committed to becoming 
educated, ethical, responsible citizens who 
strive to contribute positively toward the 
betterment of ourselves, our school, our 
society and our world.  

Oyster River High School 

Solutions for 
School Safety 

*Front entrance construction is 
still in progress.  Please know 
that we are waiting on 
replacement windows and that 
the current window structure 
will be changed.  This will likely 
occur in October.  We 
appreciate your patience as we 
work through this process. 

*Students at ORHS will 
participate in emergency drills 
during the first month of school.  
Some of these drills will include 
an abbreviated ALICE drill, a 
Fire drill, and a Secure 
Campus drill.  To prepare for 
these drills students will 
discuss procedures and 
different types of school 
emergency operations in 
Advisory.  All of these drills are 
practiced yearly and are 
important for our school 
community. 

 

A Look at the ORHS Comprehensive School 
Counseling Program 

A true comprehensive Counseling Program looks at all aspects of a student and provides 
support in the areas of social, emotional, and academic needs.  Over the past few years the 
ORHS Counseling Department has made it a priority to evaluate and align our Program with the 
American School Counselor Association’s national model. Through data collection and a 
comprehensive Program evaluation, a plan has been developed to guide us in this new 
direction.    
 
We continue to educate the community about the switch in language from “Guidance Counselor” 
to “School Counselor,” finding ways to incorporate Social Emotional Learning (SEL) aligned with 
the CASEL competencies into our school, as well as collaborating with multi-tiered system of 
support (MTSS) teams, and utilizing universal screening tools to ensure we address the mental 
health needs of our students.  
 
A comprehensive model guides School Counselors in developing a Program that:  
 

• Makes data-informed decisions  

• Delivers services to all students in a systematic fashion  

• Develops and implements a curriculum focused on creating a mindset and behaviors 
for postsecondary readiness and success  

• Creates ways to close the achievement and opportunity gaps, resulting in improved 
student’s achievement, attendance, and discipline 

 
This is done by defining the Counseling Program, creating ways to collect data and program 
planning, effectively delivering services, either directly or indirectly, and implementing ongoing 
program assessment.   This process is continuous and always evolving.  After the time we have 
spent evaluating our Program over the past few years, we are looking forward to developing a 
plan of implementation.    
 
American School Counselor Association (2019). The ASCA National Model: A Framework for 
School Counseling Programs, Fourth Edition. Alexandria, VA: Author. 

Save the Date: 

 
September 19 th – Open House 
September 20 th – 9th Grade Trip to 
Browne Center 
September 23-27 – Spirit Week  
September 24 th – 7pm Hypnotist 
September 26 th – 7pm Mr. Bobcat 
October 1st – Financial Aid Night 
October 11 th – Teacher Workshop 
Day, No School 
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Spiri t Week 

 
Spirit week is a week of 

activities and events that is 
student created and student 

run.  A committee of students 
from both S.A.L.T. (Student 

Athletic Leadership Team) and 
Student Senate began the 

planning for the week’s events 
in August and will be 

introducing some new ideas 
and activities. Students will 

learn more about the week in 
Advisory. 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Oyster River High School 
MISSION 

 
Oyster River High School 

promotes a safe and nurturing 
community where the 

uniqueness of each member is 
valued.  In this spirit, we are 

committed to becoming 
educated, ethical, responsible 

citizens who strive to 
contribute positively toward the 

betterment of ourselves, our 
school, our society and our 

world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our community continues to 

be proud that Oyster River 

High School is a high 

achieving academic 

institution.  We are ranked 

4th by Niche, and US News 

and World Report ranks 

ORHS as one of the “Best” 

High Schools nationally.  

These rankings are 

impressive and reflect our 

faculty and students but 

they do not tell the entire 

story.   

 

On September 19th we 

invite you to join us at Open 

House to hear our stories.  

Learn about what makes 

our high school impressive.  

Meet our talented, 

intellectual and dynamic 

faculty and students.    

 

 

Oyster River High School 

Open House Schedule 

5:30-6:00  Band Concert - 

Auditorium 

6:00-6:30  Welcome - 

Auditorium 

6:35-6:45  A period 

6:50-7:00  B period 

7:05-7:15  C period 

7:20-7:30  D period 

7:35-7:45  E period 

7:50-8:00  Advisory 

8:05-8:15  F period 

8:20-8:30  G period 

Counseling and ELO 

information available during 

study halls and free periods 

in the MPR.   

Special Educators can also 

be found in the MPR. 

 

Oyster River High School 

Open House is a wonderful 

opportuity to meet teachers 

and to learn about our school 

community. 

*Please bring your student’s 
schedule with you when attending 

the Open House. 

Why attend Open 
House? 

“Tell me and I forget. Teach 

me and I remember. Involve 

me and I learn.”- Benjamin Franklin 

Thank you to the Durham PD for 

hosting our pizza lunch at our 

New Student Orientation Day.  

 

On the Principal’s Desk:   

I would like to apologize to Kimberly 

Felch, our new Counseling Directory, 

for misspelling her name in the August 

Newsletter.  

Keeping the weather in mind the 
following dates have been set: 
-Quarter 1 closes November 1st 
-Tentative Exam Week – January 21 – 
January 24, 2019 
-Tentative close of Semester 1 is 
January 24th  
 
We welcome Officer Kilroy to 
ORCSD.  He will be working with the 
high school as our School Resource 
Officer. Officer Kilroy has been with 
the Durham PD for nine years and 
brings with him a wealth of experience.   

School Board News: 

At the September 4 meeting, the 
school board and administrators 
recognized the custodial staff for their 
dedication and excellent work 
preparing schools for the start of the 
school year. The opening day 
enrollment of the Oyster River Schools 
was 2219. 

The school board and Oyster River 
Teachers' Guild have unanimously 
approved a proposed 5 year contract 
covering 2020-2025 school years. This 
agreement will be presented to voters 
for approval in March. 

Athletic Director Andrew Lathrop will 
be investigating forming cooperative 
high school lacrosse teams with 
Newmarket High. The proposal would 
have both girls' and boys' teams based 
at ORHS with players from both 
schools.  

The school board also discussed 
financing options for the proposed new 
middle school building. This is 
important to estimating the budget and 
tax impact of the project. The 
construction manager will present a 
Guaranteed Maximum Price by mid-
November. There will be several 
opportunities for the community to 
learn about and discuss the proposal 
at school board meetings or at school 
and community events this fall ahead 
of a vote at the March 2020 election. 


